                   GOD  AS  OUR  FATHER
INTRODUCTION 

Jesus always referred to God as ‘Father’   eg. Matthew 6:9
   -  No other religion refers to God as ‘Father’    John 5:18
Sometimes we see God the Father differently than we see God the Son 

   -  We see the Father as the Judge and Jesus as the loving One who intervenes

   -  The Father and the Son are one and the same   John 14:9  
WHAT  DOES  GOD’S  FATHERHOOD  IMPLY?

1.  He provides for His children

          - He gives us everything we need     Romans 8:32

          - He has unlimited resources     Psalm 37:25

2.  He protects His children

          - Don’t mess with God’s children     Zechariah 2:8

          - He limits our trials      1 Corinthians 10:13

GOD’S  PARENTING  STYLE

1.  He is never too busy to listen to His children

          - His ‘line’ is never engaged    Jeremiah 33:3

          - He has all eternity to answer a split-second cry for help      Isaiah 59:1

2.  He loves His children unconditionally

         - Nothing can stop His love for us     Romans 8:38-39
         - We don’t have to earn it     2 Timothy 2:13
3.  He has a high regard for His children

          - He gives us ‘high class’ status      1 John 3:1
          - He thinks we’re good enough to reign with Him     Revelation 3:21

4.  He instructs His children so that they can enjoy life

          - He wants us to reach our full potential       John 10:10

          - He wants us to enjoy life     John 15:11

5.  He does not impose His will on His children

          -  He leaves the choice to us      Deuteronomy 30:19

          -  He can only weep when we ignore His instructions    Luke 13:34       
6.  He disciplines His children for their own good

          - He wants us to be like Him     Hebrews 12:10

          - He wants us to become mature     James 1:3-4
7.  He forgives his children's disobedience

          -  Our Advocate has never lost a case     1 John 2:1             
          -  He automatically forgives us    Ephesians 1:7

8.  He gives His children everything that is good for them

          - He deprives us of nothing     Psalm 84:11

          - He loves to spoil us     1 Timothy 6:17         
A  WARNING !

God is not everybody’s Father – You have to be born into His family   John 3:3   
· You have to receive Him as your Saviour   John 1:12   
