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A famous painting by Holman Hunt, “The Shadow of Death” depicts a tremendous truth that Christ came to earth to die on a cross; to face death that we might find life. He relinquished his life for us!

Reading: Luke 22:39-46
   
The setting

The Basilica of Agony



1. Relinquishment is ……………………. and ………………………..

· Jesus sorrow and agony: Matthew 26:37,38;  Luke 22:44

· Any other way? -  "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup be taken 
                                 from me"

· Forsaken by God

· Andrew Murray -- "For our sins, Christ suffered beneath the burden 
                                 of that unanswered prayer"

2. Relinquishment doesn’t come ………………………………….


· We often reason “My will be done”, instead of “Thy will be done.”




3. Relinquishment is not fatalistic but …………………………..

· “Let go and let God …” - ???


· John 12:24 –“ 24I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the 
                      ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it 
                      produces many seeds. 25The man who loves his life will lose it, 
                      while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for 
                      eternal life.”



· Richard Foster --  "God has to help us let go of our tiny vision in order to 
                                 release the greater good he has in store for us."   


· Galatians 2:20 – “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but 
                            Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith 
                            in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”



· A.W. Tozer – “crucifixion of the fine threads of self-life”

God’s great warriors of the faith have practiced the 
“Prayer of Relinquishment”

Chuck Swindoll – “The greatest men of God were broken by God”

· Letting go of that which is …………………….. to us: Abraham



· Letting go of our ……………………… and …………………………: Moses



· Letting go of the …………………. that holds us: David

Psalm 51:17

· Letting go of …………………….. the ……………………….: Mary



· Letting go of the ……………………… that plagues us: Apostle Paul

2 Corinthians 12:7-10


What is God calling you to relinquish?







How can we practice relinquishment? 

· Come to the place of ………………………………….


John 6:38 -- "I have come down from heaven not to do my will, 
                       but to do the will of the father."

George Mueller – Nine tenths of the problem in prayer is to get our will 
                                 in line with the Father's.

Romans 12:1


· Determine to follow Christ’s example of ………………………………

Philippians 2:5-8


· Pray the prayer of ………………………..:
“Father, not my will, but your will be done”



· Yield to the voice of ……………………………….



· Andrew Murray -- "The Spirit teaches me to yield my will entirely to the will of the Father. He opens my ear to wait in great gentleness and teachable-ness of soul for what the Father has day by day to speak and to teach. He discovers to me how union with God’s will is union with God himself ;  how entire surrender to God’s will is the Father’s claim, the Son’s example, and the true blessedness of the soul." 
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