          THE  MINISTRY  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  (File 5)
INTRODUCTION 

In the book of Acts three ministries of the Holy Spirit are mentioned

    -  Baptism with the Spirit 
    -  Filling by the Spirit 

    -  Fulness of the Spirit 

THE  BAPTISM  WITH  THE  SPIRIT

What is it ?

  - A complete and total union with God       John 14:20

    - It is experienced by every believer    1 Corinthians 12:13   
Who does it?

    - Jesus does the baptizing   Mark 1:8
When does it happen ?

  - When we first believed      Ephesians 1:13   

       ·  Note: At the conversion of both Jews and Gentiles     Acts 11:16-17

  - If you have not been baptized with the Spirit, you are not a genuine believer   Romans 8:9

What are the requirements ?

  - Repentance and faith      Acts 2:38      Galatians 3:14

What is the evidence of the baptism with the Spirit?
  - Assurance of salvation       Romans 8:16

  - A desire to live a godly life    Romans 8:5
What are the implications ?

   - Our salvation is complete     2 Peter 1:3   

   - We are to follow the Spirit’s leading     Galatians 5:25
THE  FILLING  BY  THE  SPIRIT

What is it ?

    - Empowering believers for ministry      Acts 1:8

When does it happen ?

    - At God's discretion as and when needed     Luke 12:11-12      eg. Acts 13:9    
What are the requirements ?

    - A pure life   2 Timothy 2:21

    - An acknowledgment of our total dependence on Him    1 Corinthians 2:4

    - A motive to glorify Jesus    John 16:14

    - Faith in His promise to empower us    John 7:38-39
What is the evidence ?     
  - The exercise of spiritual gifts     1 Corinthians 12:7  
  - It is not something we are consciously aware of  

Footnote:  On the day of Pentecost the believers experienced both the baptism by the Spirit (cf. Acts 11:17) and the filling with the Spirit as they exercised the gift of tongues (understood by the crowd) 
and Peter preaching the Gospel

What are the implications ?

  - We must not neglect our spiritual gifts     1 Timothy 4:14-15   

  - We must pray for opportunities to use our gifts     Acts 4:29,31

  - We must leave the results to Him    1 Corinthians 3:6

THE  FULLNESS  OF  THE  SPIRIT

What is it ?

  - A godly lifestyle    Galatians 5:16     
  - Always associated with godly character      eg. Acts 11:24
What is the difference between the baptism and the fullness ?

  - The baptism with the Spirit depends on God's sovereignty   Luke 24:49

  - The fullness of the Spirit depends on our obedience   Ephesians 5:18

Note:  It is possible to have been baptised with the Spirit yet not be full of the Spirit (a common
            occurrence)
             -  The church at Corinth      1 Corinthians 3:3
What are the requirements ?

  - Living in accordance with God's Word   cf. Ephesians 5:18-6:7   with   Colossians 3:16-24

  - To live a Spirit-filled life simply means striving to obey God's Word 

What is the evidence ?

  - The fruit of the Spirit    Galatians 5:22

  - The joy of the Lord    Acts 13:52
What is the difference between the gifts and the fruit of the Spirit ?

  - Gifts depend on the will of the giver   1 Corinthians 12:11

  - Fruit depends on the quality of the tree    Matthew 7:17
What is the difference between the filling by and the fullness of the Spirit?

    - It is possible to be empowered by the Spirit yet not be full of the Spirit (a rare occurrence)
          · Samson   Judges 14:6 
          · King Saul    1 Samuel 11:6
          · Impostors    Matthew 7:22-23

What are the implications ?

    - The yardstick for spiritual maturity is the fruit of the Spirit, not the gifts of the Spirit     

                                                                                                                                   Matthew 7:20-21
    - All believers are commanded to maintain the fullness of the Spirit      Ephesians 5:18    

    - We must not grieve the Holy Spirit by giving in to our sinful impulses     Ephesians 4:30-31

SUMMARY

The baptism with the Spirit :   - At conversion – a once-off experience
                                                    - Evidenced by assurance of salvation 

The filling by the Spirit :          - At the Lord's discretion – a recurring experience

                                                    - Evidenced by the exercise of spiritual gifts

The fullness of the Spirit :        - A godly lifestyle – an ongoing experience  

                                                    - Evidenced by the fruit of the Spirit  
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