Life Group Study 
“It’s Time to Embrace the Gift of the Holy Spirit” 
SERIES: “Stretch Your Nets” – Acts (#6)
Acts 2:1-47
Rev. Paul Witter











Prepare

View the sermon and complete the sermon notes.

Choose those questions that are pertinent to the group member’s needs 
and experiences.

Open

1. Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and wisdom to you.

2. Why do you think Christians have struggled to effectively share their faith or fail to see many people coming to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ?

3. In what ways have we misunderstood the emphasis of Acts chapter 2 when it comes to the ministry of the Holy Spirit? What is the emphasis of the writer, Luke?


4. Share a verse, principle or teaching from the sermon that stands out to you. This could be something that’s challenged you, made you feel uncomfortable, something that puzzles you, resonates with you or something you’d like to study further.

Digging Deeper: Read Acts 2:1-41

1. The three Jewish feasts of the Passover, Feast of First Fruits, and Pentecost are fulfilled in the Gospel story of Jesus. What strikes you about the exact timing in the sovereign plans of God? It is said that the 2 loaves offered at Pentecost represent the outpouring of the Spirit on both Jews and Gentiles. Why do you think that Luke writes about the subsequent baptism of the Spirit on the Samaritans (Acts 8:17) and Gentiles? (Acts 10:44-46)





2. Read John 7:38-39. What is Jesus telling us? Why do you think Joel in his prophesy used the words “pour out my Spirit” (Acts 2:17)


3. Explain in your own words the difference between the “baptism of the Holy Spirit” (see Acts 1:5) and the “filling of the Holy Spirit”.

 The baptism of the Spirit is never commanded in Scripture,
      but the filling of the Spirit is commanded (See Eph. 5:18 imperative
      or command voice in the Greek language). Why is this?


 When and how often does it happen?



 What is the intended effect?




4. The experience of the outpouring of the Spirit was a DISTINCTIVE, INCLUSIVE and PERSONAL EXPERIENCE: the Spirit of God would now live IN Jesus followers PERMANENTLY. Which 3 of these words are most meaningful to you?  




Of the 3 signs at Pentecost (sound of rushing wind, flames of fire, and the gift of tongues for witnessing), which is most striking to you? Why?





5. Christians often discuss the signs of being filled with the Holy Spirit in terms of expressing the spiritual gifts. Do you think that we may have missed the plot? Do you agree with Henry Martyn’s statement: 
“The Spirit of Christ is the spirit of missions  and the NEARER we get to Him, the more intensely missionary we must become.”




6. Why is the “Gospel Condition” of repentance so important, in the light of the ministry of the Holy Spirit? What happens when peoples’ lives are not exposed to the searching eye of the Holy Spirit in respect to their sinfulness? (See Psalm 32:1-5; Psalm 51:1-12; Psalm 139:23-24)





Note: Acts 2:42-47 will be addressed in another teaching.

Going forward

1. What has struck you the most from this lesson. How would the Lord want you to respond?





2. Reflect on the ministry of the Holy Spirit. What do you need to change in your life? What do you need to seek?




3.  Share and pray with your partner about one “take home” action point that you would like to implement.





4. Pray through Zechariah 4:6



Close

Read and commit to memory Zechariah 4:6

Continue working on  your personal salvation testimony. See the Navigators 
“Preparing your testimony” if you need help and write out your testimony.
Ask your Life Group leader or pastors for help if you need it. Contact Pastor Paul if you are willing to share your testimony at a church service.
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