[bookmark: _Hlk18247694]Life Group Study 
“Finishing the Unfinished Mission of Christ” (PART 2)
SERIES: “Stretch Your Nets” – Acts (#5)
Acts 1:4-11
Rev. Paul Witter











Prepare

View the sermon and complete the sermon notes.

Choose those questions that are pertinent to the group member’s needs 
and experiences.

Open

1. Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and wisdom to you.

2. The building project of St. Paul’s Cathedral would take a long time and the original architect would not see the finished product, although he could imagine what it would look like. Likewise we are involved in people’s lives and don’t always see “the final product” of what God is achieving. How does this affect your perspective?
* Are you happy to be used by God wherever that might be? Perhaps by giving a testimony or praying with someone but never seeing the impact or fruit.
* Do you think about what God can achieve in people’s lives?

3. Share a verse, principle or teaching from the sermon that stands out to you. This could be something that’s challenged you, made you feel uncomfortable, something that puzzles you, resonates with you or something you’d like to study further.
Digging Deeper: Read Acts 1:1-11

1. Hosea 4:6 says, “My people are destroyed for a lack of knowledge.”
How might this be true today? How does this affect us Christians?
How can we overcome this challenge when it comes to sharing our faith? Consider some practical suggestions. 






2. [bookmark: _GoBack]DOUBTING Thomas became DETERMINED THOMAS (John 20:24-29) when he realized that Jesus WAS ALIVE, and church history informs us that he was martyred for his faith. What things in our lives need to change so that we have a real conviction that Jesus is alive? How will this affect the sharing of your faith?





3. Acts 1:8 is a key verse. It informs us that the power of the church comes from the Holy Spirit, and not from the ingenuity of man. Read Zechariah 4:6. God’s people experienced repeated fillings of the Spirit as they faced new opportunities and challenges. Warren Wiersbe comments, “Ordinary people were able to do extraordinary things because the Spirit of God was at work in their lives. The ministry of the Holy Spirit is not a luxury but an absolute necessity.”(Be Dynamic, p32)
What do the following verses reveal about the ministry of the Holy Spirit: Acts 2:4; 4:8. 31; 9:17; 13:9.




 Why is it important for us to be reminded that the power of the church comes from the Holy Spirit and not from man? Why is Spirit’s ministry essential to the church?





4. Acts 1:8 pictures the structure of the rest of the book:
* Chapters 1-7 – The Church in Jerusalem
* Chapters 8-12 – The Church in Judea & Samaria
* Chapters 13 – 28 – The Church in the known world
Some have also interpreted this structure as witnessing to our own culture, a similar culture, and a different culture. Where should our focus be as Christians and the local church? Where are you investing your time, energy and resources?




5. Acts 1:1-11 teaches us much about the Kingdom of God. 
We see that the Kingdom is a:
* Spiritual kingdom (v5) – baptized with the Holy Spirit
* A powerful kingdom (v7,8) – “authority / power”
* A kingdom of truth (v8) – Christians are witnesses of the truth.
Christians mistakenly try to advance this kingdom by raising money,
laws or force, or by miraculous signs and wonders. However Jesus tells us the kingdom will advance by witnessing in the power of the Spirit. Revelation 12:11 tells us Christians will overcome by the blood of the lamb and the word of their testimony. How does this change your perspective and how do you feel about the fact that not every Christian is called to be an evangelist, but every Christian should be a witness?


Going forward

1. Reflect on what it means to be a witness. 





2. What things do you need to work on so that you can be an effective witness for Christ?





3.  Share and pray with your partner about one “take home” action point that you would like to implement.





4. Pray through Acts 1:8



Close

Read and commit to memory Acts 1:8

Continue working on  your personal salvation testimony. See the Navigators 
“Preparing your testimony” if you need help and write out your testimony.
Ask your Life Group leader or pastors for help if you need it.
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