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Introduction  
God wants your life to count. The Book of Acts is about God’s working in people’s lives. God, through the person of the Holy Spirit, empowers the lives of ORDINARY people to do EXTRAORDINARY things for Christ


Luke shares with us the PURPOSE of his WRITING – Luke 1:3-4, that we :
 	“might have CERTAINTY about the things taught”

· Luke’s Gospel focuses on Jesus Christ, the R…………………………………..

· Acts focuses on the Holy Spirit who empowers Christians to be …………………….. for Christ.

In Acts we read about the EMPOWERED LIFE – make your life count!!

    
Reading: Acts 1:1-14

We find the chronicles of the Holy Spirit in Acts thrilling as we read about the rousing accounts of apostolic power.







Ordinary people became fountains of divine power, eloquence and joy.


God wants your life to count!!

John 16:7 – The Holy Spirit -- ………………………………………………………………………….



Raise the sails
“I cannot explain the wind, but I can teach you to ……………………………………….”


The Book of Acts shows us how to have the “wind of the Spirit in our sails.”
We need to make way for the fullness of the Holy Spirit.

How did the disciples make way for the wind of the Holy Spirit?

1. They had ………………………hearts (v12-14)







The disciples stayed together because they believed the Holy Spirit was going to come upon them and they were about to receive the promised power.


R.A. Torrey: the tongue tied preacher








2. They engaged in …………………… prayer (v14)

“All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer”
                                                                                                --v14 ESV

What does powerful / effective prayer look like?  

· Devoted Prayer
“they devoted themselves to prayer”
“constant in prayer” – NIV

Acts 2:42

Acts 6:4

Colossians 4:2

Luke 11:8-9


Miss Poly – Sunday School Convention



· United Prayer
“All these in one accord”


Of  one heart and mind



· Focused prayer

Jesus promise: v5,8

· Dependent Prayer

“You can do more than pray, after you have prayed, but you cannot do more than pray until you have prayed.”  --John Bunyan

Dr. Wibur Chapman



· Surrendered in Prayer

“What a man is on his knees before God, that he is, and nothing more”                                                          -- Robert Murray McCheyne


“The Heating Plant” – Five students at Spurgeon’s Church




· Conquering Prayer

Matthew 7:7-8



3. They returned to the ………………………… of God (v15-16)



Luke 24:27



