[bookmark: _Hlk18247694]------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
“It’s Time to Prepare for Renewal!”
Acts 1:1-14
SERIES: Stretch Your Nets (Acts) – PART 1
WBC  Sermon Notes   31/01/2021 
Rev. Paul Witter
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Introduction  
It is with excitement and expectancy that we begin this new series on the Book of Acts, applying its truth to our year theme, “Stretch Your Nets”.


The Book of Acts
 
· Author: Dr. Luke
· Written to Theophilus = “lover of God” – a man of some standing 
· Acts (“praxeis”)

-- of the Apostles

-- of Christ – v1 – “Jesus began to do..”

-- of the Holy Spirit

 “The acts of the Holy Spirit in the Church of Jesus Christ
       through God’s people.”                                             --J.M. Boice

We need to get our heads around this!!

Living like paupers

Acts 1 is a pivotal passage.

Consider the changes in people!!
Peter, the disciples, ordinary people, skeptics who became people of faith!

Acts 2:17 -21

Ernest Baker on the Revival of Pentecost


“In the last days, I will pour out my Spirit”  -- Acts 2:17

Do you know the fullness of the Holy Spirit in your life?


A story from the life of Billy Graham


Why do we not experience the fullness of the Holy Spirit in our personal experience?

· Fear
· Far from God?
· Living in Sin
· Simply untaught 
-- Ephesians 5:18 – “Be filled with the Spirit”
-- Galatians 5:16 – “Walk in the Spirit”

Reading: Acts 1:1-14

· V4 – the lost secret: “…………………………..”

· V8 – the promise:

· V 12 – obedience

· V14 – James – from skeptic to martyr (John 7:5)

· V14 – ASV “with one mind they DEVOTED themselves to prayer”

1. The SEARCH of faith (v4a) – “……………………….”

The disciples waited on God with EXPECTANT hearts.

D.L. Moody

 Are you seeking God, praying that you would have a greater understanding of Him and His love and His power in your life?

“More, more about Jesus” – Eliza E. Hewitt

John & Charles Wesley

“About three in the morning, as we were continuing constant in prayer, 
the power of God came mightily upon us, in so much that we cried out in exceeding joy, and many fell to the ground (overcome by the presence of God). As soon as we recovered a little from the awe and amazement at the presence of His majesty, we broke out in one voice, “We praise you O God, we acknowledge you to be Lord.”


2. [bookmark: _GoBack]The SUBMISSION of Faith (v4-5)

Putting things in context: baptism of the Spirit: the first coming of the Spirit on the church.

One baptism, many fillings.

John 15:4-5

Hudson Taylor

“How then to have our faith increased? …… Not a striving to have faith … 
……but a looking off to the Faithful One seems all we need; 
a resting in the Loved One entirely, for time and eternity.”

The Exchanged Life
“No longer I” …. “It is a blessed reality that Christ lives in me:
And how great the difference! – instead of bondage, liberty;
instead of fear and weakness, the restful sense of sufficiency of Another.”

Christmas Evans
3. The SATISFACTION of FAITH (v5)

Acts 2:4 -promise fulfilled

Transformation:
 Courage – Peter: turncoat to trailblazer

 Love – The Apostle John: Apostle of Thunder to Apostle of Love

 Witness -- Acts 4:13

 Assurance: moving from being a “not sure Christian”. Romans 8:15-16


George Whitfield

“Was filled by the Holy Spirit.
Oh, that all who deny the promise of the Father might thus receive it  themselves. Oh that all were partakers of my joy.”


Howell Harris


Thomas Goodwin – expounding Ephesians 1:13
“Having believed in Him, you were marked with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit.”                                                                                 -- Ephesians 1:13            

 “There is light that comes and overcomes a man’s soul and assures him that God is his, and that God loves him from everlasting … It is light beyond light of ordinary faith … the next thing to heaven; you have no more, you can have no more, till you come there … It is faith elevated and raised up above its ordinary rate; it is electing love of God brought home to the soul.”


Do you grasp the fullness of the Spirit?
