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Introduction  
The way we act reflects what we believe in.


Romans 10:9-10; “that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.”


1 Corinthians 15:17: “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless.”


Acts 1:3 states that “After His suffering, He showed Himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that He was alive.”


Why can we believe in the Resurrection of Christ?


1. Because of ______________________________________

Dr. Tim Lahaye presents the significance of the empty tomb:
"It would have been impossible to challenge people to worship a ‘resurrected’ Saviour if His body were still in the tomb! His disciples might have managed the deception for a time if they had moved to a city several hundred miles away from where the events in question took place. But that is not what they did. Immediately they began preaching right there in Jerusalem that He rose from the dead. And they used the empty tomb as ‘exhibit A,’ their first piece of evidence.”                                                                                  - Jesus: Who Is He? 
                                               (Sisters, Oregon: Multnomah Books, 1996), p. 245.
2. Because of the ___________________ of _____________________
1 Corinthians 15:3-6: “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, He appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.”

3. Because of the ___________________     ___________________
John 20:19-20 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
Josh McDowell writes,
[bookmark: _GoBack]"Look at the life of James, the brother of Jesus. Before the resurrection he despised all that his brother stood for. He thought Christ’s claims were blatant pretension and served only to ruin the family name. After the resurrection, though, James is found with the other disciples preaching the gospel of their Lord. His epistle describes well the new relationship that he had with Christ. He describes himself as ‘a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ . . .’ (James 1:1). The only explanation for this change in his life is that which Paul gives: ‘Then He [Jesus] appeared to James . . .’ (1 Corinthians 15:7).” 
                                                      -- Evidence that Demands a Verdict, p. 236.

Because the Resurrection of Christ happened…
· You are never alone
· You are Love
· Death has lost its victory over the believer
· We can look forward to Christ return
Philippians 3:10-12
