IS  GOD  STILL  IN  CONTROL? (1)
GOD'S  POWER  IS  BEYOND  OUR  GRASP
He created something out of nothing

     -  He simply gave a command    Genesis 1:3   
     -  By speaking, He created life     eg. John 11:43   

Yet we live in a terrifying world

     -  We cannot help but ask the question:  Is God still in control of this world? 

WHAT  DOES  THE  BIBLE  SAY ?

AN UNQUALIFIED 'YES!'  -  GOD IS IN FULL CONTROL 

- God's plans always come to pass   Isaiah 14:24,27

- God does whatever He pleases    Psalm 115:3

- His purposes will stand    Isaiah 46:10

DOES  GOD  HAVE  CONTROL  OVER  NATURE ?

- The plagues on the Egyptians (not the Israelites)    Exodus 7-11

    · Water becomes blood

    · Frogs fill the land

    · Insects overrun the country (gnats, flies, locusts)

    · The livestock becomes diseased

    · Men and animals are struck with boils

    · Hail destroys the crops

    · Total darkness engulfs the land

    · All the first-born die

- The Red Sea dried up    Exodus 14:21

- The sun moved back 10 degrees   2 Kings 20:11

- God sent a drought and rain   1 Kings 17:1  and  18:1

- Jesus stilled the storm    Luke 8:24

- An earthquake made chains fall off   Acts 16:26

DOES  GOD  HAVE  CONTROL  OVER  NATIONS ?

- He delivered the Israelites from Egypt as promised  Exodus 3:8

- God sent Israel into 70 years of captivity    Jeremiah 29:10

- World history is “His Story”    Daniel 2:21  

- Numerous prophecies over nations that have been fulfilled  eg. Isaiah 13:20

NB: If only one of the more than 3000 prophecies was unfulfilled, we could seriously doubt 

        whether God was in full control 

DOES  GOD  HAVE  CONTROL  OVER  UNBELIEVERS ?

- Balaam blessed Israel against his will     Numbers 23:7-8   

- Nebuchadnezzar became insane for 7 years     Daniel 4:33-34

- Cyrus urged the Jews to return to Jerusalem after 70 years   2 Chronicles 36:22-23

- Herod, Pilate & Co. did exactly what God had planned for them to do   Acts 4:27-28

DOES  GOD  HAVE  CONTROL  OVER  EVERYDAY  EVENTS ?

- Jericho would be rebuilt with the loss of life  cf.  Joshua 6:26  with  1 Kings 16:34

- Dogs licked up Ahab's blood as predicted    1 Kings 21:19  and  1 Kings 22:38

- A siege was lifted and an officer died    cf.  2 Kings 7:1-2  with  7:16-17
- Paul had to be a witness in Rome   Acts 23:11

    · He was rescued from the Jewish mob and arrested by the Romans    Acts 21:33

    · His nephew thwarted his assassination     Acts 23:12-22

    · Paul might have been released if he had not been forced to appeal to Caesar   Acts 25:11, 26:32

    · His life was spared in the storm and shipwreck     Acts 27:24

- Jesus fulfilled over 300 specific prophecies

    · Sold for 30 pieces of silver     Zechariah 11:12-13

    · His hands and feet were pierced      Psalm 22:16

    · He was given vinegar to drink      Psalm 69:21

    · They cast lots for His garment      Psalm 22:18

    · Not a bone in His body was broken      Psalm 34:20

NB: If only one of the prophecies with regard to Messiah was unfulfilled, we could seriously 

        question whether God is supremely sovereign

DOES  GOD  HAVE  CONTROL  OVER  SATAN ?

- God limited Satan's attack on Job    Job 1:12   Job 2:6

- Jesus defeated all demons    Mark 1:34

IS  GOD  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  SUFFERING ?

- God controls the natural world by means of physical laws

    · God very rarely sets His laws aside

    · We cannot blame God for making us fall to the ground when we jump off a building

- God controls the spiritual world by means of moral laws

    · Blessings results from obedience    Deuteronomy 28:1-14

    · Curses result from disobedience    Deuteronomy 28:15-68

- God does not set aside His moral laws either

    · He allows us to suffer the natural consequences of our sins   Galatians 6:7

    · Moral consequences are, however, often delayed     Ecclesiastes 8:11

- Much of man's suffering is the result of his own folly    Proverbs 19:3

    · Blaming God is the same as blaming a judge for sending a convicted criminal to jail

BUT:  Not all suffering is the result of our own folly

WHY  DO  THE  INNOCENT  SUFFER ?

-  God has given mankind a free will
      ·  The only way God could put an end to all suffering would be to take away our free will

      ·  But then He would not be a God of love

- Innocent people have often suffered because of the sins of others (often their political leaders)

    · The parents in Egypt   Exodus 12:29-30

    · The nations in Canaan   Deuteronomy 31:3    

- Is this fair?

    · Not from our perspective!   eg Job 24:1-12

    · But our perspective is usually not correct?    Genesis 15:13-16 

- Who determines what is right or wrong?

    · Us or the Lord

THERE  ARE  MANY  THINGS  WE  SIMPLY  DO  NOT  UNDERSTAND

- Moses is given miraculous powers, but his speech is not healed   Exodus 4:14-17

- An evil king (Manasseh) reigns for 55 years (2 Kings 21:1-2) yet Uzzah is executed for touching

    the ark     2 Samuel 6:7

- James is executed but Peter was released even though the same people prayed for them   Acts 12:5

- We read of great things achieved by faith (Hebrews 11:4-35) as well as the things not achieved by

    faith (Hebrews 11:35-39)

- Job also didn't understand why some people are blessed and others have to suffer    Job 21:23-26

THE DISCIPLES DID NOT UNDERSTAND,  WHERE WAS GOD ....

.... when Jesus was humiliated and denied justice?

.... when the Son of God was given 39 lashes and His skin ripped off His back?

.... when they drove cruel nails into the hands and feet of the Saviour?

.... when His Son cried out in anguish, "My God, my God, why have You forsaken Me?"

       · Yet, what must have been to the disciples the greatest tragedy of all time, became the greatest 

          triumph of all time     1 Corinthians 15:54-55
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