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INTRODUCTION:  Our perspective changes everything. If we don’t have the right perspective, we will lose our zeal for Christ and His bride the Church.

As we embark on this month of celebration, it is time to reflect:

· on the PAST: God’s unfailing faithfulness and where He has ……………….. us


· on the PRESENT: what is God ………………………………….


· on the FUTURE: what is God calling us to ……….. and where is He calling us to …………………



The Apostle John exiled to the Isle of Patmos.


John’s testimony: once known as one of the “sons of thunder”, but now the 
“Apostle of ………………….”

Revelation 1:1  “The revelation of Jesus Christ”

“Apocalypse” means

The Holy Spirit pulls back the curtain and gives us the privilege of seeing the glorified Christ.

Jesus is the chief subject in Revelation:

· Chapters 1-3 – Jesus is the ………………………………………………………………
· Chapters 4-5 – Jesus is seen in heaven as the …………………………………
                          reigning on the throne
· Chapters 6-18 – we see Christ the ………………..………… of all the earth.
· Chapter 19 – we see Jesus returning to earth as the …………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
· Chapters 20-22 – we see Jesus, the ………………..……………..ushering in His bridegroom the church, into His glorious heavenly city, the New Jerusalem.

Revelation 1:1-3
Blessed is the one who R……………., H……….….. & K……………. what is written.

John reveals Jesus to us: 
· In John’s Gospel: He is Jesus, the ……………………………
· In John’s Epistles: He is Jesus, the …………………………..
· In John’s Revelation: He is Jesus, the ……………………..
In Jesus ….
· John’s Gospel ~ there is  Life R…………………………….
· John’s Epistles ~ there is  Life R…………………………….
· John’s Revelation ~ there is Life R…………………………….
In Jesus ….
· John’s Gospel ~ you receive S……….…… ~ born again by the finished work
· John’s Epistles ~ there is growth in S…………………… ~ becoming like Christ
· John’s Revelation ~ discover S……………………… ~ the working out of God’s plans, purposes and destiny
Revelation 1:4-8
John wants us to see the grandeur and glory of Christ:

1. His P………………………. standing (office) (v5)
· Jesus the ……………………….. – the faithful messenger and witness
· Jesus the ……………………….. – “the firstborn from among the dead”
· Jesus the ………………………. – “ruler of the kings of the earth”

2. His P…………………….. work (v6)
· The P…………………..of Christ’s love – “to him who loves us”
· The P………………….. of Christ’s blood – “has set us free by His blood”
· The P………..……….. of Christ’s work – “and made us a kingdom of priests”

3. His P……………………… coming (v7)

Christians are called ………………………………… !!

The eternal picture – Rev. 1:9  “I am the alpha and omega”   (Hebrews 13:8)


Revelation 1:9-16

The Contemporary Christ (v12-14):

· The I………………………….. of Christ (Heb 7:25)

· The I…………………………… of Christ (1 John 1:9)

· The I…………………………… of Christ (1 John 5:16)

John’s response (v17-18)
This same Jesus said – Matthew 16:18
“And I tell you that you are Peter (stone), and on this rock (bedrock) I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.”

Church of God, WE can have hope because:

1. We have a P……………………….. foundation in Jesus Christ.
“…and on this rock…”

2. We have Christ’s promised P……………………… involvement.
“I….”

3. We have a P……………………….. expectation.
“”…will …” 

4. We can expect a P……………………… advance.
“….build…
Acts 2:47

5. We become the P…………………… of God.
“…..my church”
Colossians 1:13
1 Thessalonians 1:9

6. Jesus has P…………………………. success to His church.
“… and the gates of hell will not overcome it.”

Reflection: 1 Corinthians 3:12-14

[bookmark: _GoBack]Eric Liddle: “I believe God made me for a purpose – for China – but He also 
                   made me fast. And when I run, I feel His pleasure.”

“I rise up to worship, I stand to acclaim
The King of all ages, Christ Jesus His name.
I ask you King Jesus, fulfill this desire,
Ignite me and make me, a chariot of fire.
Come rule all my life
Lord Jesus Christ, be Master and King.
Come rule all my life,
Lord Jesus, be my everything.”                                                              Author unknown
