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   Matthew 6:9(a) Prayer & the Father heart of God
   Series: The Lord’s Prayer (2)
                Prayer that turns the world upside down

INTRODUCTION
The disciples had said to Jesus, “Lord, teach us to pray” (Lk. 11). As we think about prayer, it is almost a mystery! Since God knows all things, why should we prayer at all? However, God does call us to pray, and as Martin Luther reminded his people many centuries ago, prayer is one of the most important things in our lives; should we neglect it for just a  single day, we will lose a great deal of the ‘fire of faith’.

1. Our R_____________________ in prayer: a loving Father
The starting place in prayer is “Our Father”.(6:9a)

Jesus radical new concept of God being “……………….” or “…………………….”



[bookmark: _GoBack]“In the Lord’s prayer Jesus authorizes His disciples to repeat the word Abba after him. He gives them a share in his sonship and empowers them, as His disciples, to speak with their heavenly father in just such a familiar, trusting way as a child would with his father …”             -- David Jeremias

“Jesus transferred the Fatherhood of God from a theological doctrine into an intense, practical experience, and he taught his disciples to pray with the same intimacy.”                                                                  -- R Kendle

Addressing God as “Abba” is not just a mark of spiritual maturity, but a mark of ………………………. – the realness of our faith

It is important to grasp God as father because it:
· gives us a sense of being …………………….
· drives home the reality of being …………………………
· brings with it a sense of ………………….., …………………… & …………………….
Psalm 23 & the names of God
· “I shall not want” – Jehovah Jireh, “the Lord will provide” – Gen 22:14
· “He leads me besides still waters” – Jehovah Shalom – “the Lord our peace” – Judges 6:24
· “He restores my soul”– Jehovah Rophe -- “the Lord who heals” – Ex 15:26
· “He leads me paths of righteousness” – Jehovah Tsidkenu 
         	 “the Lord our righteousness” – Jer. 33:16
· “You are with me”–Jehovah Shammah–“the Lord is there” – Ezk.  48:35
· “in the presence of my enemies” – Jehovah Nissi – “The Lord my 
             banner”-Ex 17:15
· “you anoint my head”–Jehovah M’Kadedesh –“the Lord who 
                sanctifies” – Lev. 20:8


2. Our R________________ in prayer: a majestic God
“Our Father, who is IN HEAVEN”
The words “in heaven” keep us in our ………………………


“OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN” 
- A MAJESTIC GOD:

· Unlimited ………………………….. – Job 42:2
· Unlimited ………………………….. – Isaiah 46:10
· Unlimited ………………………….. – Psalm 139:7-10

God is:
· I……………………….….. “Immortal, invisible ..” – W C Smith
· I……………………………. Psalm 123:2
· I……………………………. ( we cannot fathom or put in a box)
                                     Isaiah 55:8,9     Romans 11:33-36

CONCLUSION: “Call him Father, man, and ask Him something!!” 
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