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   Joshua 8:30-35  
   “How to really experience God’s blessing’’
   Series: Courageous living in a secular world (9)

INTRODUCTION
If we are to experience the blessing of God on our lives, we need to get the basics right! 
· There is a sharp contrast between Joshua 8:30 and what precedes it, emphasizing that blessing comes from worshipping and obeying the one and only true God.
· Joshua learnt an important lesson: it is easy to forget God’s ……………………… and ……………….. linked to those promises, especially during times of success.
· In Joshua 1 we see God’s promises to Joshua and the conditions linked to them.
Before Israel entered Canaan, God had specifically instructed that an ALTAR be built on Mnt. Ebal (sacrifice that covered the sin / curses) and that the LAW be REVIEWED, and the CONDITIONS for GOD’S BLESSINGS & CURSES

Six tribes stood on Mnt. Ebal to declare “Amen” God’s c____________ and the other six on Mnt. Gerizim to declare “ to Amen” God’s b_____________


What was more important the MEANS God used for communicating to the people, was the MESSAGE itself. 

The heart of the OT Law is Deuteronomy 27 – 30, and the list of blessings and curses.
· Deuteronomy 27:15-26 – twelve statements representing nearly every kind of relationship.
· Associated with these instructions was a curse for those who disobeyed. 
· The curses are followed by blessings in Deuteronomy 28:1-14
· At the end of this sobering message, Moses called the people to response – see Deuteronomy 30:15-20

PRINCIPLES WE CAN APPLY: HOW CAN WE FALL UNDER GOD’S BLESSING

1. Be blessed by taking your _____________
Between the mountain of judgement (curses) and the mountain of 
blessing stood the ark – representing God’s presence. In God’s presence we need to make a decision for blessing or curses – we cannot take a ____________ ___________.     Deuteronomy 30:19-20	

[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Be blessed by seeking to LIVE in God’s ____________
Christ has SATISFIED the SENTANCE of the Law, but Christians still need to uphold the S_______________ of the moral Law.
Rom 8:1,2
Christ has FULFILLED the CEREMONIAL LAW, but we must UPHOLD the ________________ LAW.

3.  Be blessed by taking time to KNOW God’s __________

      How can we determine God’s will today?
· FIRST: ______________ & _______________
· SECOND: The __________________
 the …………..……… & ………………….. of God’s Word
 the advice of …..……………….. Christians
· THIRD: The _____________ __ _________
· FOURTH: ______________________

4. Be blessed by _________________________________
Ezek. 36:26-27
Galatians 5:16

THE SEQUAL: John 4 ~ Jesus and the Samaritan woman
John 4:23
VERSE FOR THE WEEK:  Proverbs 3:5-6
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